Abstract The traditional utilization of wild food plants by the Suiei Dorobo of the Mathew's Range, northern Kenya, is described and analyzed in relation to the vegetation.
The hunting people called " Dorobo "
are widely distributed from Kenya to Tanzania. Much attention has been paid to them since the very beginning of the 20th century (see DUNDAS, 1908; HOBLEY, 1935 HOBLEY, , 1905 , and HUNTINGFORD'S substantial ethnographic works on the Nandi Dorobo (the Okiek) of the Tindoret Forest (1929, 1942, 1951, 1954, 1955 ) are now available.
There are also some brief descriptions on the Suiei and other Dorobo groups in northern Kenya (for example, SPENCER, 1965 SPENCER, , 1973 . Except the description of the outline of the economic life of the Nandi Dorobo by HUNTINGFORD (1955) Although the mean annual rainfall is 618 mm, the rainfall much deviates from place to place and from year to year; for example, the rainfall exceeds 1000 mm in one year, whereas less than 500 mm fall in another (Figure 2 ). There are two rainy seasons and dry seasons in a year.
Almost all the rain falls during the two rainy seasons, and there are only one or two negligible rainfalls during the longer dry season from June to October. The riverine and ravine forests are observed at the altitude of 1500-1700 m.
Here, the main constituent species are Such families are Asclepiadaceae (10 species), Boraginaceae (7), Burseraceae (9), Cucurbitaceae (6), Leguminosae [Mimosoideae (8), Papilionoideae (7)], Moraceae (8), Rubiaceae (5) and Tiliaceae (7).
As mentioned before, wild plants do not occupy a great portion in the Suiei's present diet. However, it is not difficult to Figure 4 , where honey collecting seasons are also indicated. Table 4 together with those of other African hunters.) These nuts provide a certain prob- trapping, in which a spear poisoned with the extract from the root of Acokantherasp.
(morijioi, belonging to Apocynaceae) is set overhead to stab the trapped animal.
The poison is also applied to arrowheads and spear-points.
The Suiei used to hunt big mammals such as elephants, buffaloes giraffes, rhinoceroses and giant elands as well as other medium-sized herbivores.
Of the These trees are easy to climb and set bee-hives in and, except Ficus sp, they themselves are important hector sources. LEE (1965 ( , 1968 ( , 1969 ( ) and TANAKA (1974 ( , 1976 Tables 6 and 7 Table 8 
